
I. Social and Economic Factors 

A. EDUCATION 
 

Importance 

Educational level is strongly correlated with health. There is an inverse relationship 
between level of education and many risk behaviors. Similarly, there is a positive 
association with increasing level of education and an increase in protective health factors 
such as income level, economic security, and the accumulation of wealth. Educational 
attainment is a fundamental determinant of health.1.4

Highlights 

 More Santa Cruz County residents than California residents (age 25 and over) 
have obtained a high school diploma or higher (85.0% compared to 80.3%).3  

 

 More Santa Cruz County residents than California residents (age 25 and over) 
have obtained a bachelor’s degree or higher (38.9% compared to 29.4%).3 

 
i. HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION 
 
There are 11 public school districts in Santa Cruz County. Pajaro Valley Unified, the only school district in 
South County, is the largest district, serving 51% (19,477) of the 38,279 public school students during the 2008-
2009 school year.4
 
According to the American Community Survey (2006-2008), 85% of Santa Cruz County residents (25 years and 
over) have obtained a high school degree or equivalent.2  By comparison, 80.8% of all Californians and 84.5% 
of residents of the United States have obtained a high school diploma by the age of 25.3
 
 
ii. COLLEGE DEGREES 
 
According to the American Community Survey, 38.9% of county residents have earned a bachelor’s degree or 
higher.3  By comparison, 29.4% of Californians and 27.4% of Americans have obtained a bachelor’s degree or 
higher.3 

 

Figure IAii: Santa Cruz County Residents (Age 25 Years or Older) Who 
Have Obtained a High School Diploma or Higher and Who Have 

Obtained a Bachelor's Degree or Higher, 2006-20083
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Primary Prevention 
Activities 

 Educational success has been correlated with supportive and enriched childhood 
development. Therefore, resources and policy that support programs such as 
Head Start and universal pre-school are a good investment for society.2 
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